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sion compelled him to resign. Augustine himself hints that the manner of his secession will not look very heroic to the faithful at large. There is a curious mixture of desire to avoid ostentation and popularity and sensitiveness to hostile eriticism in the many reasons he gives for keeping his conversion a secret.
However, at the close of the scholastic year, Augustine retired to the villa of his friend Verecundus> some miles out of Milan. A local tradition claims Cassago us the * Cassiciacum' where Augustine spent the following six months. M, Foujoulat, however, seems to have made out an unanswerable case for Casciago, a quiet little town at the foot of the mountains. To the northwest it had the superb hori/on of Monte Rosa and the Pennine Alps, whilst the hills encircled it also on the north ami east, giving broken glimpses of Maggiore and a few smaller lakes to the north-east. To the south-east lay the broad panorama of the plain, dotted with towns and villages, and relieved by an occasional hill. Here Augustine spent the autumn and winter.. The life of Ambrose in the Migne edition says Augustine 'was present' at the discovery or the miracles. Augustine expressly says, in the Confessions, that he was not. Moreover, we shall see presently that he most probably did not admit these miracles until years afterwards.
